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MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to learn that Sachin Deb Barman
Memorial Government Music College, Lichubagan, Agartala is going
to bring out the College Magazine “MURCHANA" on the eve of Golden
Jubilee Celebration.

It is indeed a matter of great pleasure that the Magazine which will
be published in connection with this occasion will enlighten the history
of Sachin Deb Barman’s glorious contribution on music and to pro-
mote the classical music and show the new dimension of music.

| wish the efforts of the Sachin Deb Barman Memorial Govern-
ment Music College, Lichubagan, Agartala a grand success.

_'|, e — R "H-.-P‘--(]'. .
(lapan Chakraborti)




VICE-CHAIRMAN
Tripura State Planning Board

Government of Tripura
and
PRESIDENT
Tripura Tapasili Jati Samannaya Samity

PATRON
Matri Bhasa Mission, Ambedkar Mission,
Mohana Centre of Culture & Heritage,
Ganga-Gomati-Barak-Brahmaputra Maitree Sangha,
Bharatia Dalit Sahitya Akedemy

Anil Sarkar

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to learn that the Sachin Deb Barman
Memorial Government Music College, Agartala is going to publish a
Magazine named “MURCHANA" as special episode to mark of its Golden
Jubilee Celebration.

| wish all success of the said publication and hope that it would become
a collectors’ item containing rich and well thought articles and beautiful
illustrations.

| extend my warm felicitation to all concerned for publication of the
Magazine.

—
(Anil Sarkar)




SECRETARY
GOVERNMENT OF TRIPURA
TRANSPORT & HIGHER
EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS

K. Ambuly

MESSAGE

| am very happy to know that Sachin Deb Barman Memorial Government
Music College, Agartala is going to publish a special edition of the college
Magazine “MURCHANA” on the occasion of golden jubilee celebration of the
college. | appreciate this initiative taken by the college and hope that the maga-
zine will highlight the transition of the college from a school of music set up by
private initiative to a full fledged music college.

| wish the golden jubilee celebration a grand success.




DIRECTOR |
HIGHER EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF TRIPURA

DR. BIPRADAS PALIT

MESSAGE

| am very happy to know that during the 50th years Golden Jubilee
Celebration of Sachin Debbarman Memorial Government Music College in
this year a speacial issue titled “Murchana” would be published by them.

| am also very happy to know that this magazine is being brought out to
commemorate this occasion.

| hope the articles published in the magazine will throw enormous light
on the history of the college and provide information on its present activities.

| wish the 50th years Golden Jubilee Celebration of the college along
with publication of the Magazine a grand success.

T ik —

(Dr. Bip:gdas Palit)
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The Musical Genius of Pt. Kumar Gandharva:
An Introspective Study

If we contemplate on the spiritual and philosophi-
cal character of a musical note, we find that every
musical note merges in the Shunyata (eternal empti-
ness, a philosophical term which refers to the vast-
ness of the cosmos) as soon as it is sung or created.
Therefore, in a musical performance, be it a concert
or a personal practice session in solitude, every mo-
ment an original music is created which is and has to
be different from its predecessor. Herein lies the beauty
of music. This metamorphosis of a musical note is
similar to the journey of a river which merges itself in
the vastness of the ocean and becomes part of the
sea. In this onward journey of music, the bygone mu-
sic tends to be forgotten in the wake of the original
music that is about to take birth in a new moment. But
history does have exceptions. If any music has man-
aged to leave its fingerprints on the sands of time and
has been able to leave its magnificence on the minds
of its listeners, then one has to accept the musical
genius of its creator. Here in this article an attempt
has been made to explore the musical genius of the
timeless maestro Pt. Kumar Gandharva, whose mu-
sic left its lingering fragrance in the eternal passage
of time.

Kumar Gandharva: The Wonder Child

Kumar Gandharva, or Shivputra
Siddharammaya Komkalimath (8th April 1924- 12th
Jan 1992) was born in Sulebhavi near Belgaum
(Karnataka, India) to a Kannadiga family. He was a
child prodigy and therefore was adorned with the title
'Kumar Gandharva', Gandharva means a celestial
musical spirit in Hindu mythology.

This is a well-known fact that since his child-
hood, Kumarji had an exceptional caliber and that was
to imitate maestros verbatim, after hearing them only
once. In his pre-teen years, he was a concert hit for
his amazing ability of imitating the greats like Abdul
Karim Khan, Faiyaz Khan or Omkarnath Thakur. He
cut his first records at a very young age. The great poet
Vallathol recognized this child's immense talent and
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could foresee a future maestro in the child.
Brunt of Fate and Strength of Spirit

He studied music under the well-known Prof. B.
R. Deodhar. He married Bhanumati Kans in April 1947
and moved to Dewas, Madhya Pradesh. Soon after
moving there, he was stricken with lung cancer which
was wrongly diagnosed as tuberculosis. He was forced
into having a surgery to remove the cancerous lung or
face eventual death by the disease. Kumar Gandharva
opted for the surgery after much persuasion by his
family and despite warnings that he might not be able
to sing anymore. Recovering from the trauma of a sur-
gery in Khanapur near Belgaum in Karnataka, Kumar
Gandharva was visited by a fan who was also a physi-
cian. The doctor noted his surgical wounds had healed
and asked Kumar Gandharva to attempt singing once
again. Gradually, helped by this doctor, medicines of
those yesteryears and care from Bhanumati Kans,
Kumar Gandharva recovered and began singing again.
However, his wonderful voice and singing style would
always bear the scars of his surgery, which are evident
to any person who listens to his songs such as
'Runanubandhachya" from the drama "Dev Dina Ghari
Dhavla".

Bhanumati Kans, who was learning music first
under Deodhar and later under Kumar Gandharva him-
self, nursed him through his illness. His first mehfil
after recovery from illness took place in 1953. However
during his illness too he is said to have religiously
performed his riyaz mentally, exemplifying two facts,
firstly that true dedication searches its way out even
amidst dire problems, and secondly music need not
have to be practiced every time with a tanpura rather
riyaz can be also executed mentally, the later being
much influential. The music that Kumar Gandharva
rendered after his long illness was much more subtle
and enriching as a result of his long contemplations
on music during his illness. Rather his singing gave
birth to a new style or thought of music.
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Faith bears Fruit: The Novel Music of Kumar
Gandharva

His singing was also true to the Indian classical
music tradition of dialogue with the listeners, of im-
promptu creation and interactivity.

Kumarji also experimented with other forms of
singing such as Nirguni bhajans (Devotional songs),
folk songs, and with both ragas and presentation, of-
ten going from fast to slow compositions in the same
raga, something rarely done by any other North Indian
musician. He is remembered for his great legacy of
innovation, questioning tradition without rejecting it
wholesale, resulting in music in touch with the roots of
Indian culture, especially the folk music of Madhya
Pradesh. His innovative approach towards music led
to the creation of many new ragas like Raga
Madhusuraja, Raga Beehad Bhairav, Raga Nindiyari,
Raga Saheli Todi, Raga Bhavmat Bhairav etc. to name
a few.His singing in faster tempos, particularly his
mastery over madhya-laya, was widely revered.

The Legacy Follows

Kumar Gandharva's first son, Mukul Shivaputra
Komkalimath, was born around 1955. After
Bhanumati's death in 1961 during childbirth, Kumar
Gandharva married Vasundhara Shrikhande, another
of his fellow-students at Deodhar School. Vasundhara
Komkalimath formed a memorable duo with him in
bhajan singing. She also provided vocal support to
his classical renditions quite often. Their daughter
Kalapini Komkalimath would later accompany both her
parents on tanpura.

Some of Kumar Gandharva's ideology is carried
forward by his son and daughter, as well as students
such as Madhup Mudgal, Shubha Mudgal, Vijay
Sardeshmukh and Satyasheel Deshpande. Kumatriji's
grandson Bhuvanesh (Mukul Shivaputra's son) has
also made a name for himself as classical singer.

Raghava Menon in his book 'The Musical Jour-
ney of Kumar Gandharva' very aptly states that Kumar
Gandharva split the Hindustani music into two halves-
one before him and one after him- a kind of BC and AD
in music!

The Philosophy of his Music

Kumar Gandharva had an all-inclusive vision
about music. He believed that each and every thing in

-

this universe can inspire a musician to create good,
better and best of music, depending upon the capacity
of the seeker of music. There is nothing in this cos-
mos from which music can't take insight for its evolve-
ment. Therefore, he had a gamut of friends around
him belonging to almost every discipline of the society
and with whom he had regular conversations. He had
engineers, architects, artists, sculptors, painters, writ-
ers, poets and of course musicians of all evolutionary
stages as his close friends from whom he took inspi-
ration for his music. This interactive nature of his, also
consequently, made him an encyclopedia of knowl-
edge.

His intensive introspection reflected in his mu-
sic. His concepts on voice culture, voice production
and musical improvisation are purely supported by
logical facts and can work wonders if followed by the
present generation of artists. Kumar ji believed that
every musical note has an aura and to reach the cen-
tre of this aura must be the goal of every seeker of
music and that an artist in his lifetime must endeavor
to attain complete command over at least one musi-
cal note if not seven.

Kumar ji had his own profound theory on the
methods of riyaz and the system of stage presenta-
tion. He held that unnecessary exhibition of ‘Taan' some-
times destroys the subtle nature of a composition and
therefore, it is not always necessary to sing 'Taan'in a
recital of Hindustani Shastriya Sangeet. A person who
has done sincere 'sadhana’ of music, will never need
the crutch of a 'Taan' to attract applaud from the audi-
ences.

This maestro has become immortal in the hearts
of his thousands of fans and many followers through
his sheer commitment at the altar of music, and an
uncompromising spirit to stand tall for the cause of
pure music.

Kumar Gandharva was awarded the Padma
Vibhushan award in 1990.
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Hindustani music and Rabindra sangeet

Rabindranath Tagore’s contributions to our cul-
tural and literary field have greatly shaped our Bengali
culture and society. Though Tagore is most popularly
known to the world as a poet (viswakobi), his songs
are also never to be forgotten. In his words “ | get lost
in my songs, and i think that these are my best work;
i get quite intoxicated. | often feel that, if all my poetry is
forgotten, my songs will live with my countrymen, and
have a permanent place. i have very deep delight in
them.”

Tagore’s musical thinking was deep and di-
verse. His musical world was pretty wide and his in-
terest ranged from Scottish and Irish music to
Bengal's regional and traditional folk music- Indian
classical music being no exception to this. Tagore
grew up listening to, learning and absorbing the
dhrupad and khayal traditions from stalwarts like
Bishnu Chakraborty, Jadu Bhatta, Radhika Prasad
Goswami and others. Rabindranath’s early training
in music was deeply influenced by the Bishnupur
Gharana.

During his childhood Joarashanko Thakurbari
was the centre place of the Bramhosamaj and
Tagore’s father Maharshi Debendranath Tagore was
as its centre stage. He inspired and motivated his
children to compose songs for the Bramhosama,.
This encouraged young Tagore and his elder broth-
ers and sisters to write more and more songs to gain
their father’'s appreciation. While composing, they
most often put lyrics to pre composed Hindustani clas-
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sical tunes. Tagore’s elder brother Jyotirindranath used
to experiment with the traditional dhrupad and khayal
compositions by playing them on his piano and com-
posing new tunes, also encouraged young Tagore to
compose lyrics to match such raga-based tunes. This
was how ‘Rabindrasangeet’ took its early form. But
later on, though Gurudev did not use any pre composed
Hindustani tune, many of his compositions carried the
essence of a particular raga or a mixture of ragas
(mishra raga). The use of four parts (tuk) of a
composition_sthayi, antara, sanchari and abhog by
Tagore in most of his songs can also be attributed to
Hindustani music as it is one of the main characteris-
tics of the Dhrupad form.

Though he was influenced by many characteris-
tics of Hindustani music, he never used alaps, vistars
and some other basic characteristics of Indian classi-
cal music. In Hindustani music melody is of supreme
importance and lyrics play a secondary role. But Tagore
believed that both lyrics and melody play important roles
in expressing the bhaav (emotion) of the song. So he
bridged this gap. His music reached a high level of
perfection in combining ‘sur’ (melody) and ‘katha’ (po-
etry) into an inseparable new entity, which became
‘sangeet’ (music).

Tagore composed his music with inherent sim-
plicity and sincerity, the originality of his experiences
and his spontaneity are close to the people : they do
not appear strange to anyone and are in no need of
defence.
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Impact of YOGA on Dance

The Sanskrit meaning of the word Yoga is 'Inte-
gration'. It represents a process through which one
learns how to live life in the most integrated way. This
becomes possible through the constant effort for iden-
tification and elimination of all the elements, which
would lead to disintegration. The health of the body
and mind being the most important components of
this integrated state becomes an important concern
in Yoga. Thus, Yoga, viewed at one level as a science
of personal growth for spiritual experience can also
be viewed at therapy level as a science of Health and

Healing.

India has a great heritage of classical dance and
music. Using the body as a medium of communica-
tion, dance is perhaps the most intricate and devel-

oped, yet easily understood art form.

The yoga and classical dance traditions of India
have been inextricably entwined for millennia. It is
believed that the sacred scriptures were handed down
to us through expression, movement, and rhythm of
dance; a dynamic form of Yoga (jyog) practiced by the
ancient yogis and yoginis of the temples. The exacting
hand gestures, postures and movements of Indian
classical dance can only be achieved through yogic
concentration. Conversely, the aesthetic, symmetry,
and dynamism of dance enhance the practice of yoga.

Both these two traditions are complementary and es-
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sential to one another.

Whether it is Break dance, Ballet, Indian Classi-
cal, Belly Dance, Tribal, Folk or Hawaiian, every dancer
relies on flexibility, confidence and balancing of the
body. Yoga is beneficial to all dancers for these rea-
sons and many others such as strength, posture im-
provement, improved blood circulation, and purifying
the body from toxins. Ashtanga Vinyasa Yoga or Power
Yoga is a form of Hatha Yoga. It focuses on linking the
postures with the breathing exercises into a flowing
Yoga practice. Because of these unique capabilities of
Ashtanga Yoga, it warms up the body before deep
stretching to stretch more safely. In addition, stamina
is created; this is beneficial to the dancer's body for

overall performance endurance.

In Ashtanga Yoga, the first half of the practice is a
warm up (Surya Namaskar) and standing asanas. The
second half of the practice is a seated asana series
and finishing sequence. The Sun Salutations are dy-
namic, getting the blood flowing, the heart rate up and
using breath work to bring fresh oxygen to the blood
improving circulation. The standing asanas are very
beneficial for the dancer's body. They stress on bal-
ance, focus, strength, confidence, and equalizing/bal-
ancing both sides of the body. The seated asana se-
guence comprises many stretches for the hamstrings,

hip openers, and core strengtheners. The seated
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asana series postures are very therapeutic for the
dancer working out any remaining stress, tension, and

toxins from the body.
Some suggested Yoga poses for Dancers:

¢ Padangusthasana (Foot and Big Toe Pos-
ture & Hand to Foot Posture): This asana purifies tox-
ins that collect in intestines and abdomen. This asana
stretches the hamstrings and calves and is fantastic
for all traveling steps such as camels and walking hip

shimmy plus for footwork.

¢ Vrikshasana (Tree pose): This asana
stretches the front and back of the dancer. It strength-
ens the quadriceps and spine, balances and tones
up the spine. It also tones up the legs and feet. This
Tree pose also works out for snake-like arm move-
ments, arm stamina and spinal ripples and undula-

tions.

¢ Utthita Trikonasana (Extended three-angle
posture): This asana stretches the front and back of
the dancer's legs. It strengthens the quadriceps also.
In addition, it elongates the spine. It realigns one's
skeletal system. Hip shimmies of all kinds can be

achieved & improved with this asana.

¢ Prasarita Padottanasana (Spread leg/foot

(@)

stretching postures): This asana stretches the low back,
calves, and the chest. It also strengthens the quadri-
ceps and hip flexors. The benefits are that the ham-
string and abductor muscles are stretched while the

dancer's head is below the heart.

One of the most precious gifts that Yoga offers is
the mind/body experience. It brings clarity and peace to

the mind of the dancers.
Benefits of Yoga for Dancers:

¢ Balance

¢ Clarity of the Mind

¢ Confidence

¢ Flexibility

¢ Improved Circulation

¢ Improved Lung Capacity
¢ Posture Improvement

¢ Purification of the Body
¢ Stamina

¢ Strength/Muscle Toning

¢ Stress Relief

Yoga, Meditation and Indian sacred dance are
inseparable. This combined yoga and dance series
offers a holistic practice that goes beyond technique
and structure; and emphasizes the whole being; learn-

ing and practicing a philosophy of life in motion, in
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Role of Media in Performing Arts

The word “media” is a common word to all of us.
Media is basically a way through which we can easily
get informations regarding any kind of things. By me-
dia, we mean newspaper, magazine, radio, television
etc. The main purpose of media is to inform people
about everything which is going on around us. The age
of massmedia has brought to each man the aware-
ness of things which were not in his scope of knowl-
edge a few decade ago.

Media plays a Vital role in case of Performing arts.
The media acts a link between the layman and the
performer.Media basically informs the layman, when
and where a good performer is going to perform and
when the layman is often unsure, due to ignorance; it
describes whether the performance was good or bad.
The media in India has an extremely chequered his-
tory. It has two distinct factors government-controlled
or influenced and anti-government or media Controlled
by other influences. Recently, We have observed that
there are some newspapers, magazines, Journals
which are taking a professional and on the whole, un-
biased approach to reporting.

In case of performing arts, we find that there are
two types of listeners. They are basically-the connois-
seur and the layman. The quantum in numbers and
paying capacity of the connoisseur in contemporary
materialistic environment is extremely limited. The sec-
ond type of audience which is large in numbers, can
contribute much more and is more susceptible to com-
promised forms of the arts due to this limited expo-
sure.

Historically, we can distinguish two distinct peri-
ods : one is pre-independence period and another is
post-independence period. The master-musicians of
pre-independence period depended on the patronage
and largesse of the discriminating rich and the power-
ful, including the rulers. Their need for public relations
were nuch less because they never played for the
masses. The principal reason for this were three, the
first being that the economic difference between the
rich and the poor was far greater than today, large gath-
erings of public in those artist considering the account
rements necessary for him and his encourage. Single
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powerful richman could do that. They had the source
and wherewithal. The second reason was that to re-
ally play to a large mass simultaneously, the electronic
wizardly required for amplification and accoustics could
be sustained only in smaller enclosed halls. Post-
indepenedence India saw the beginnigs of changes.
Due to gradually more equitable economic environ-
ment, better well-rounded education and the advance-
ment of electronics, we started having a gradually
broader based audience. In the process, the role of
the media became to act as a contact route between
the artist and the audience. This has placed a respon-
sibility on the media, a resonsibility which, | am sad to
say, has been grossly misused due to incompetence
and egotism of the individuals involved in the report-
ing.

Now-a-days, everyone depends on mass-me-
dia. We connot think the world without media. Media is
like a weapon which always focuses the truth and pro-
tects the mass-people. Media basically focusses the
informations regarding the timings, patronages,
places artists etc of performing arts.

But it is sorry to say that mass-media in India is
still in its infancy. Before independence, all media was
controlled by the Britishers. The legacy of the Britishers
that is controlled or influenced media pretending to be
independent seems to have pervaded our system till
the next generation had taken over the reins of control
of government at all levels.

But we always hope for the best. So, we feel that
during the next few years, a sea of change is expected.
We shall see our genuine artists being promoted by
not only the government but also by the coming gen-
eration of media men, who we expect, will be unbi-
ased and shall be forming opinions based on their
our judgement. We are also optimistic about the fact
that the journalistis of tomorrow shall be more profes-
sional and shall have an adequate sense of judge-
ment to pursue an independent line which will en-
courage genuine talent in the performing art that is
music and Dance in their various forms and the televi-
sion shall pay due respect to musicians of India and
thus shall take India culturally a step forward.




Classical Instrument of India SANTOOR

Santoor is a very ancient instrument of India. The

1

original name of this instrument was “ Shatatantri
veena” which in sanskrit language means a veena of
100 strings. Today, when we say veena, it means a
specific instrument but in ancient times veena was a
common word for different kinds of string instruments.
The first string instrument was called pinaki-veena.
The idea to create this instrument came from the Bow
and Arrow when Arrow was released it created a
sound, out of that idea somebody created a musical
instrument and named it pinaki- veena. ‘Pinak’ in
sanskrit language means the Bow. In the western
countries this instrument is called the * Harp” and in
India. we have got a miniature form of the same in-
strument known as “Swaamandal” which many
vacalists these days use while singing. After pinaki

veena in ancient India, we had different kinds of
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veenas like Baan Veena, katyani veena, Rudra veena,
Saraswati Veena, Tumbru veena and shata-tantri

veena.

In ancient Scriptures of India there is mention of
shata-tantri veena which is known today as “Santoor”.
This Instrument got its present name santoor with the
persian language influence in our country . This in-
strument had been in use in the valley of Kashmir for
many centries in a typical type of music Known as
Sufiana maitsigi” which means a music connected
with sufi philosophy.

One interesting future about
“Santoor” is that similar kind of instruments are found
in different parts of the world with different names. Now
“Santoor” is one of the best instrument of Indian clas-

sical music.
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Faculty and Other Staff of
Sachin Debbarman Memorial Govt. Music College

Department of Vocal & Instrument

1. Dr. Mrinal Chakrabarty (Sr. Lecturer) Deputed
. Dr. Sigdhatanu Banarjee (Astt. Prof.) Deputed
. Smt Tripti Wathe (Astt. Prof.) Deputed

. Sri Sidhartha Choudhury (Astt. Prof.)

. Sri Sushanta Lodh (Instructor)

. Smt. Chhanda Nandi (Instructor)

. Smt Kakali Das (P.G.T)

. Smt Sunetra Roy (P.G.T)

. SriAnuradha Sarma (Guest Lecturer)

10. Sri Abhijit Sarma (Guest Lecturer)

11. Smt Tina Debbarma (Guest Lecturer)

12. Smt Mampi Deb (Guest Lecturer)

© O N O OBk~ W

Department of TABLA

1. Sri Pradip Kr. Bhattacharjee (Sr. Lecturer)
2. Sri Mrinal Roy (Instructor)

3. Sri Narayan Majumder (Instructor)
4. Sri Shamal Deb (Instructor)

5. Sri Subrata Talukdar (Instructor)

6. Sri Debasish Debnath (Accompanist)
7. SriJayanta Rn. Dhar (Accompanist)
8. Sri Pradip Sarkar (Accompanist)

9. Sri Pritam Debbarma (Accompanist)
10. Sri Mrinal Kanti Das (Accompanist)
11. Sri Suman Ghosh (Guest Lecturer)

Department of Rabindra Sangeet

1. Sri Sounak Roy (Astt. Prof.)

2. Smt Sukla Bhattacherjee (P.G.T)

4. Smt Sutapa Choudhury (Accompanist)

5. SmtMili Saha (Guest Lecturer)

6. Sri Sidhartha Sankar Deb (Guest Lecturer)
7. Smt. Maurita Roy (Guest Lecturer)

Department Dance

Manipari
1. Sri Bankim Sinha (Instructor)
2. SmtHena Sinha (Guest Lecturer)

Kathak

1. Smt. Manashi Ghosh (Instructor)

2. Sri Chinmay Das (Instructor)

3. Smt. Joshi Debbarma (Accompanist)

4. SmtPurnashree Ghosh (Guest Lecturer)
Bharat Natyam

1. Smt. Smrita Lahkar (Astt Prof)

2. Smt Sanhita Ghosh (Instructor)

3. Smt. Mistu Deb (Guest Lecturer)
Kuchupuri

1. Smt Boby Chakraborty (Guest Lecturer)

Department of Bengali
1. Smt. Manika Das (Astt. Prof.)
2. Smt Kalpana Dey (P.G.T)

Department of English
1. Smt Sarita Banik (Guest Lecturer

Office Staff
1. Sri Parimal Das -Head Clerk
. Smt. Krishna Choudhury - U.D.D
. Sri Jaydeep Podder- U.D.D
. Smt Minakshi Debbarma- U.D.D
. Sri Rathin Acharjee- U.D.D
. Sri Thator Roy (Group-D)
. Sri Bimal Deb (Group-D)
. Sri Safal Saha (Group-D)
. Sri Bikash Bhattacharjee(Group-D)
10. SriRajib Deb (Group-D)
11. Smt. Pranati Sarker (Group-D)
12. Sri Nandadulal Datta (Group-D)
13. SriArun Chakraborty (Night Guard)
14. Sri Sanijit Deb (Computer Operator Contigent)

© 0O N O O B~ DN

Library
1. Kalpana Dey (Library Assistant)
2. Sandhya Debbarma (Sorter)
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